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Now, it is very expensive. For in-
stance, American Airlines would have
to spend 40 percent of last year’s bag-
gage fees to equip every one of their
planes so they could use this modern
system—40 percent of their baggage
fees. Wow, what a hit they would take
for that.

Now, what is the bottom line here?

The bottom line is we fund the cur-
rent system—the largest, most com-
plex, most advanced in the world—with
a tax on the tickets. It is a progressive
tax; the more you pay for your ticket,
the more you pay for air traffic con-
trol, 7% percent tax.

For years the airlines have said to
me: That’s our money.

I said: What do you mean it’s your
money? I pay the tax when I buy a
ticket.

They said: No. That’s our money. We
should have it.

In fact, a few years ago, when the
FAA bill expired for 2 weeks because of
a chairman named John Mica, every
airline in America, except for one—
when the 7% percent tax went away for
2 weeks, every airline in America, ex-
cept Alaska Airlines, raised their tick-
et prices 7Y2 percent.

So what is the bottom line of this
bill?

This bill—going to be pushed by the
Republicans over here—would repeal
the 7% percent tax. That would be a $10
billion windfall for the aviation indus-
try.

And then what? How are we going to
pay for it?

Well, the private corporation will de-
cide. Congress will have nothing to say
about how it is paid for, and it is going
to be paid for with a head tax. So you
get on the plane; they will say: Oh, it’s
50 bucks to sit in that seat, to use the
public airspace of the United States of
America.

That’s how the corporation is going
to pay for it, with a head tax.

So we go from a progressive tax to a
regressive tax. If you buy a $560 ticket,
you are going to pay 50 bucks to sit in
the seat. So it is now $100. Today you
would have paid $3.75.

So that is the real bottom line here.
It is not about efficiency. It is not
bringing the system up to date.

Now, they have done a great job with
this propaganda, and the chairman of
the committee has done a great job.
They talk about those paper strips.
They use paper strips in the traffic
control towers.

Well, yeah, we do. It works real well.
We replaced them in the en route cen-
ters, but we haven’t replaced them yet
in the towers. It is infallible. It has
worked forever. It is efficient. But we
are going to go to electronic flight
strips, and we are going to do it in a
way that actually is going to improve
the efficiency of the system and dis-
patch planes better.

Now, they say: Well, Canada has elec-
tronic flight strips.

Yeah, they did it for billing purposes
because they charge per flight. They
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don’t, and are not going to, have the
new system we are going to have,
which is going to sort out all the
planes by their future routes, every-
thing as they depart from the airport,
and it is going to be way more effi-
cient.

So, actually, the FAA is doing an ex-
cellent job. And 7 to 10 years ago I
never would have said that. But they
have got it straightened out over the
last 7 years. Randy Babbitt and Mr.
Huerta have got it straightened out. It
is working today.

There is a GAO report, which I am re-
leasing today, which the Republicans
tried to repress, which says, in fact,
the system is on time, on budget, and,
in fact, privatization will delay the
modernization of the system.

So the House is going to push and the
Republicans are going to push for a bill
that actually is going to set us back in-
stead of moving us forward into the
21st century air traffic control system.

———

HOUSTON STRONG

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. OLSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks
ago, a monster Category 4 hurricane
named Harvey hit my home. It hit us
very hard. And 2 days after the first
blow, it hit us once again. It reversed
course and hit us twice in the span of
2 days.

It took out our schools, our shops,
our homes, our pets, and the lives of
over 50 Texans. But there is one thing
that Harvey can never take from us,
and that is, we are ‘‘Houston Strong.”

Houston Strong is the Smith family.
Annie was going into labor as her
apartment was being swallowed up by
floodwaters. She and her husband,
Greg, were doctors. They prepared to
have a home delivery of their first
child. Their phone calls for help were
unanswered.

Annie called her church and, within
an hour, a rescue truck drove up. That
is her right there, being assisted on the
rescue truck an hour after she made
that call. Twelve hours later, their
family grew by one. Their daughter,
Adrielle, was born. The Smith family is
Houston Strong.

Houston Strong is Buster Stoker and
the Cajun Navy. Buster and his buddies
from Louisiana brought 14 boats to res-
cue others in our disaster. Buster said:
“There were a lot of submerged cars
and street signs underneath us.” It re-
minded Buster of cypress knees in the
marshes at home. Buster rescued over
100 people, seven by seven. Buster and
the Cajun Navy are Houston Strong.

Houston Strong are our first respond-
ers, our police officers, firemen, EMS
drivers, our military, the entire Texas
National Guard. And first responders
include normal, everyday Texans like
this man carrying a mother and her
baby out of harm’s way. Texans are
Houston Strong.

Two days ago, I took a helicopter
tour of the damage with Leader
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MCCARTHY. The crew on our Coast
Guard helicopters rescued 2,000 people
in harm’s way. And I am sure this
scene was played out over and over in-
side those helicopters—a neighbor, glad
to be alive, her hand resting on a res-
cuer’s shoulder. Our first responders
are Houston Strong.

Houston Strong is the thousands of
volunteers who have been in shelters
and churches and schools all through-
out southeast Texas. I went to this
high school, Cinco Ranch, in the Katy
Independent School District. This was
up and running within 24 hours of get-
ting the go order. They had food,
water, toiletries, clothes, and a smile.

I saw on those people who lost every-
thing smile after smile after smile be-
cause of volunteers at shelters like
Cinco Ranch High School. Shelters in
Cinco Ranch are Houston Strong.

I have saved the best for last. This
young boy’s name is J.W. Claburn, IV.
He lives in my district, Richmond,
Texas. This young boy’s photo is ex-
actly what I have been trying to con-
vey these last 5 minutes.

In closing, I will say that we—Amer-
ica is strong, Texas is strong, and
Houston is stronger because of Hurri-
cane Harvey.

———

CONDEMNING PRESIDENT TRUMP’S
DECISION TO END DACA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to condemn in the strongest
possible terms the President’s decision
to end the Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals program, also known as
DACA.

This issue should be very simple.
These are children who were brought
here by their parents, through no fault
of their own. They grew up with our
kids, attended the same schools, played
on the same playgrounds, and learned
to drive in our neighborhoods. These
kids are Americans in their hearts and
in their minds, just not on paper, yet.

Beyond that, my faith, my con-
science, my understanding of basic eco-
nomics prevents me from supporting
this cruel and inhumane decision by
President Trump.

If we are to love our neighbors as
ourselves, we must remember that we,
too, were once strangers in a strange
land. Many of us have our own immi-
grant stories, stories of how we became
Americans.

My family’s story begins like many
of yours. My great-grandfather, Metro,
was born in Austria in 1881, and my
great-grandmother, Margaret Skrutt,
was born in Ukraine in 1882. They got
married and knew that they could find
a better life in America; so, in 1906,
they took a chance and came to Amer-
ica, arriving on November 1, 1906.

They settled in Northumberland
County, Pennsylvania, because other
Ukrainians already lived there. They
joined the community, worked hard,
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